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will. These active individuals can only constitute a whole on condition 
that they are of the same essence. " The existence of the universe can 
only be conceived as if a law organized it and morality is at the same 
time the general principle and the practical rule of this organization." 
The common principle which is found to be the basis of the morality of 
all civilizations is that of the solidarity of individuals. " The conscious- 
ness of this unity of being is the basis of morality." Altruism is the 
source of human progress. 

After a perusal of the book one is impressed with the idea that the 
ethical ideal sketched in the last chapter is the inspiring motive of the 
work. But however this ideal may appeal to our sympathies, it fails to 
commend itself as a logical deduction resulting from the analysis of a 
certainty. 

Savilla Alice Elkus. 
Munich. 

Le sens de I'exisience. L. Stein. Translated by A. Chazaud des 

Granges. Paris. 1909. Pp. xi + 534. 

This is a presentation in lively and accurate French of the author's 
" Sinn des Daseins " which appeared in 1904 and which furnishes an ex- 
cellent introduction to the later " Philosophische Stroemungen der 
Gegenwart " (1908). The book is a collection of essays presented in four 
groups as Metaphysics, Epistemology, Ethics, and Sociology. An excel- 
lent abstract of the original appeared in the Revue de Metaphysique et de 
Morale, May, 1905 (Suppl., p. 6). 

Metaphysically, the world is a bundle of active forces which the law 
of causality governs, although it is not a mere mechanism. The energetic 
theory of matter is close to Ostwald and Mach. 

Epistemologically, the ancient world tried to bring reality under the 
concept of immutable substance, the middle ages under the concept of 
attributes, the seventeenth century under that of modes, the present, of 
relations. Now the principle of identity rules consciousness and truth 
is seen to be the agreement of thought with itself. 

Ethically, experience shows us the actual realizing of the better, and 
the duty of man consists in acting for this end. 

Sociologically, we find progress depending on association. Society 
creates reason. "Plato and Aristotle could not have appeared amongst 
the Hottentots." But society is becoming less and less tyrannical. At 
first it ruled by fear, then by faith, now by intelligence. A social hier- 
archy is necessary and legitimate, but beside the " blue-blood " aristocracy 
has arisen an aristocracy of wealth, to which is being added an aristocracy 
of the "knights of labor." 

The author's thought is selective rather than creative. Although 
clear and stimulating in style, the reader feels at times a strangeness in 
certain historical interpretations — does natural science owe so much to 
Schelling? — and the criticism of opposing theories are decidedly weak. 
As the French reviewer remarks — I paraphrase from memory — " is all 
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pessimism a ' philosophy of the sick,' and can not one fail to believe that 
the best thing for the world is a Prussian Hegemony that has carried on 
the labor legislation that figures in the program of Von Biilow without 
meriting the reproach of " neuropath " ? 

Harold Chapman Brown. 
Columbia University. 

Attention and Interest: A Study in Psychology and Education. Felix 

Arnold. New York : The Macmillan Co. 1910. Pp. 272. 

It is worthy of note that a definite attempt is being made to provide 
two types of books in psychology and education that are intended to 
increase the efficiency of the teaching of these subjects. One of these is 
the elementary text-book for beginners in various phases of the subjects; 
the other is the monograph on some special topic, designed to provide 
occasional collateral reading for beginning classes and a convenient 
handbook for students in advanced classes. This second type of book 
is represented in Dr. Arnold's " Attention and Interest : A Study in 
Psychology and Education." This book differs from a thesis in that the 
aim is not to present the results of a single investigator, but to collate and 
interpret all the significant results upon the given topic. Although the 
author has covered the entire fields of attention and interest in a general 
way, he has specifically aimed " to clarify and arrange the many facts 
that have been brought to light by numerous experiments in the psycho- 
logical laboratories." 

This book is divided into three parts, viz. : I., Attention ; II., Interest ; 
III., Education. The first part includes chapters on The Given Situa- 
tion in Attention, The Objective Aspect of Attention, The Psychophysical 
Aspect of Attention, The Physiological Aspect of Attention. The second 
part discusses The Motor Aspect of Interest and The Ideal Aspect of 
Interest. The third part is devoted to Attention in the Class-room and 
Interest in the Class-room. 

It seems to the reviewer that it would have been a gain to leave the 
last two chapters out of the present volume. The purely psychological 
chapters would have then formed a unity. The two pedagogical chapters 
occupy only about one ninth of the entire book. In their present con- 
tracted form, though very interesting and valuable, they do not show how 
they are related to the preceding portions of the book. Dr. Arnold is 
thoroughly qualified to offer us an entire volume on the educational as- 
pects of attention and interest and it is hoped that he will do so in the 
near future. 

This very useful and commendable volume is marred by some over- 
sights in details of editing. Some words are misspelled and some are not 
spelled uniformly throughout the book. As illustration of this we note 
in the index " Pryer " for " Preyer." On page 27 " Titchener " is spelled 
" Tichener " in one place and in another it is spelled correctly. Seashore's 
initials should be " C. E." instead of " E. C." as given in the index. 
There seems to be no uniformity in writing the titles of books or maga- 
zines. Eor example, we find one of Titchener's works referred to in the 



